
 

PIETER OMZIGT
One of the most substantive and independent
thinkers in Dutch and European public debate.
With more than 20 years of experience in
politics and international cooperation, he is
known for his sharp analyses, persistence, and
conviction that systems should ultimately serve
people — not the other way around.

Categorie
Transition & Transformation, Geopolitics,
Artificial intelligence [AI], Human Capital, Legacy
& Impact, Leadership

Type
Expert | Thought leader, Scientist, Politician,
Visionair | Innovator

Inzetbaarheid
Keynote speaker, Expert, Debate, Virtual keynote

Talen
English, Dutch, Italian

Afkomstig van
The Netherlands

Biografie
Pieter Omtzigt is regarded as one of the most
substantive, independent, and influential voices
in European public discourse. With more than
20 years of experience in national politics and
international cooperation, he is known for his
sharp analysis, intellectual depth, and
unwavering commitment to democratic
governance, the rule of law, and institutional
integrity. Internationally, he has earned
recognition for exposing systemic failures and
defending transparency, justice, and civil rights.
His conviction is clear: institutions must serve
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people — never the other way around.

In his keynote speeches, Pieter Omtzigt
connects Geopolitics, Resilience & Change, AI &
Technology, Democracy, and Governance to one
fundamental question: How can we build a
society together in which trust, responsibility,
and human dignity are at the center? While
others mainly identify problems, Pieter Omtzigt
offers practical proposals and concrete solutions.
He demonstrates that perseverance matters —
and how individuals can take responsibility and
achieve meaningful results.

Where others mainly identify problems, Pieter
offers practical proposals and solutions,
demonstrating that perseverance pays off and
showing how people can take responsibility and
achieve meaningful results.

Pieter Omtzigt is nationally and internationally
recognized for:

Uncovering the Dutch childcare
benefits scandal together with Renske
Leijten.
His book A New Social Contract, a
bestselling work on democracy and the
rule of law.
His role as rapporteur within the
Council of Europe on issues including
corruption, the rule of law, and the
protection of whistleblowers.
Investigations into abuses in countries
such as Malta (the murder of Daphne
Caruana Galizia), Poland (rule of law
issues), and Russia, as well as large-scale
bribery within his own parliamentary
group in Strasbourg by Azerbaijan.
His efforts to promote international
sanctions legislation, including
Magnitsky-style laws.

AWARDS & HONORS — PIETER OMTZIGT

Prince’s Day Award (for standing up for
ordinary citizens), 2016
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Political Achievement of the Year by
EenVandaag, for exposing the childcare
benefits scandal (together with Renske
Leijten), 2019
Magnitsky Award, Outstanding
Contribution to the Global Magnitsky
Campaign (together with Sjoerd
Sjoerdsma), 2020
Coornhert Prize for his role in the
childcare benefits scandal (together
with Eva González Pérez), 2022
Thorbecke Prize for eloquence in
political debate, 2022
Clara Wichmann Medal for his role in
the childcare benefits scandal (together
with Renske Leijten and Chermaine
Leysner), 2022
Knight in the Order of Orange-Nassau,
2025
Medal of Gratitude of the Republic of
Armenia, 2025

BIOGRAPHY — PIETER OMTZIGT

House of Representatives of the Netherlands
June 2002 – May 2025: Member of Parliament,
parliamentary group leader, political leader of
New Social Contract (NSC), and lead candidate

2023 – 2025: Founder and party leader
of New Social Contract, which entered
Parliament as a new party with 20 seats
and immediately took part in coalition
negotiations.
Author of the book A New Social
Contract (2021) on the childcare
benefits scandal and democracy in the
Netherlands. The book became a
bestseller and reached number one on
the Dutch Top 60 bestseller list.
Together with Renske Leijten (SP), he
exposed the childcare benefits scandal
between 2017 and 2021 and helped
initiate compensation and recovery
efforts for affected families. The scandal
ultimately led to the fall of the Third
Rutte cabinet.
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Introduced a large number of legislative
amendments and policy initiatives.
One example: a policy initiative on
excessive derivatives trading and multi-
billion-euro losses in the public sector
(including water authorities, housing
corporations, and hospitals) led to
significantly stricter anti-speculation
regulations.

Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of
Europe
November 2004 – June 2025: (Alternate)
Member

Served, among other roles, as Vice Chair
of the Monitoring Committee, Vice
Chair of the Committee on Legal Affairs
and Human Rights, and General
Rapporteur on the protection of
whistleblowers.
Through a report on the assassination of
Daphne Caruana Galizia and the rule of
law in Malta, he uncovered major issues
and forced an independent
investigation in Malta. That
investigation resulted in reforms and
ultimately led to the fall of the Maltese
government.
Within the Council of Europe, Pieter
Omtzigt pushed for an investigation
into corruption by Azerbaijan within the
Parliamentary Assembly itself. With the
support of more than 100 other
members, an independent investigation
was launched. Approximately 14
members were sanctioned, and several
were later prosecuted and convicted in
court.

Council of Europe and Dutch Parliament

Within the Council of Europe, Pieter
Omtzigt authored two reports on
whistleblowers, organized a hearing in
the State Duma featuring, among
others, an Federal Security Service (FSB)
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whistleblower, and organized a hearing
with Edward Snowden in Strasbourg.
The proposals for improved
whistleblower legislation were later
taken up by the European Parliament —
where he personally presented them —
and eventually became a European
directive. During implementation in the
Netherlands, Pieter Omtzigt succeeded
in significantly strengthening the
legislation.
In both the Council of Europe and the
Dutch Parliament, Pieter Omtzigt
proposed Magnitsky sanctions. Despite
initial opposition to related motions
and initiatives, these sanctions were
later proposed by the Dutch
government and ultimately adopted by
the European Union.

EDUCATION

University of Amsterdam
Postdoctoral position in Econometrics, 2002 –
2004

Research (see publication list) and
teaching

European University Institute, Florence
PhD in Economics, 1996 – 2003

Dissertation: Essays on Cointegration
Analysis
Supervisor: Søren Johansen

University of Exeter, United Kingdom
Bachelor’s degree in Economics and Statistics
with Italian (Final classification: First Class
Honors)

Graduated under the supervision of
Karim Abadir
Erasmus exchange year at LUISS Guido
Carli in Rome

R.K. Lyceum De Grundel, Hengelo
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Pre-university secondary education (VWO)
Subjects: Dutch, English, French, Greek,
Mathematics B, Physics, Chemistry, Economics,
and History
Final grade average: 8.6/10
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